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T he Pastors Pen

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service,
but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works in all of
them, in all women and men.

1 Corinthians 12:@

| am so excited and pleased to present to you the newest member of our staff. After careful
consideration, the Session of your church has hired thWdtgae Choias our Temporary Sup-
ply Associate Pastor. Let me explain what o0Te
jae as our futime Associate Pastor with all the rights and responsibilities of that position. She will
have a yearlong contract, during which time the session will appoint an Associate Pastor Nominat-
ing Committee (APNC) made up of leaders of the church and members from the congregation at
large. Pastor Wonjae will serve us as our minister during this search process.
This APNC will write a Mission Statement for our church which will outline what we are look-
ing for in an Associate Pastor and will write a Church Information Form (CIF) which will be circu-
lated natioswide. The APNC will then begin receiving Personal Information Forms (PIFs) from
potential candidates who are interested in our church. These PIFs are similar to an extended re-
sume. When the APNC has reviewed as many of these PIFs as they deem qualified, they will inter-
view several ministers and arrive at a single candidate to present to the congregation to vote upon.
This process will take several months or per-
haps even more than a year. During that time Pas [
tor Wonjae will serve as our Temporary Supply As We come to onr V4
sociate Pastor and also as a candidate for the in- =
stalled Associate Pastor position. new paStOT
Now, if all these acronyms and titles are about
as clear as mud, do not be confused. To do things
in an orderly fashion can be a little nfoadgling!
But fear not! Pastor Wonjae will be an excellent
minister during her time with us, and | am convmced '
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our loving God will lead us to the right person to serve us as our new Associate Pastor. Pray for us and \
us. Enjoy the excitement of having Pastor Wonjae among us. Look forward to a new and exciting future |

at our church. Enjoy the ride.

STAFF

The Rev. G.W. Blakesley, Il i Pastor
The Rev. Richard Kauffman i Parish Associate
The Rev. Wonjae Choifi Supply Associate Pastor
Ellie Horan i Office Administrator
Deborah Heine fi Staff Secretary/
Director of Handbells
Jason Moorefi Music Director
Nancy Gibbs i Organist
LeAnnBirky AChi | drends C
Marge Torongof Treasurer
Randa Beckeri Parish Nurse Coordinator
Ragip Kasgurii Sexton

\

Clerk of Sessionfi Marcia Scull
Moderator of Deaconsfi Richard Yahn
President of Trusteesfi Brent Wiggins

Newsletter Editors fi Jean Torongo, Sue Beasley,
Diana Bowen
Layout and Design i Nancy Gibbs

\

25 N. Chancellor St.
Newtown, PA 18940
Office Hours i 9 a.m-4 p.m.
Telephonei 2159683861
Faxfi 2159689055
E-mail i npcoffice@newtownpres.org
Website: www.newtownpres.org
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Under the deacbench

May is a time of transition for the Board of
Deacons, as we extend our thanks and apprecia-
tion to the outgoing members and our welcome
and support to the incoming Deacons. Our vet-
eran Deacons Elizabeth Williams, Betty Godfrey,
AJ Velichko, Janet Yahn and Richard Yahn are
completing their terms this month, and Donna
Atkins, who filled a vacated position this year, has
elected to continue on. Our Deacéihsct Nancy
Bowers, Myrna Kane, Charles Kane, Diane
Nadler and Miriam Twiname are preparing to
start their ministry as Deacons in June.

As my term is coming to completion, | cannot

0 i 1 shelp but reflect on the past years of service, each

year more inspiring than the last. The feeling of
shared faith that surrounds you in this ministry is
truly heaven sent, even as we do our common
tasks, but more so when you meet people who are
not in your routine path. These are the people
who may take you out of your comfort zone and
bring you to a place to witness how Jesus con-
nects us all together in faith. Is it the ministry the
Deacons do for others or is it those who share
their faith who minister to us all?

Thank you to all of you who helped deliver
Easter flowers from the sanctuary on Easter Sun-
day. By your support so many people were
blessed with a wonderful day.

Richard Yahn
Moderator of Deacons
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Session notes

The Session of the Newtown Presbyterian Church met on Tuesday, April 7, 2009, at 7:B0 p.m.
The meeting opened with a prayer by Elder Archie Foor and a unison readiatjamis 5

\ The Order of the Day was a presentation by Barry Wood concerning the plans for g new
church directory. The Session voted to hire Life Touch, Inc. to photograph and prefare a
directory in the fall.

\ Jean Torongo was present to get session approval for a celebration of the 275th afjniver-
sary of our church. A committee was appointed to work on the various aspects of the cele-
bration.

\ Elders Ron Thorburn and Jim Ryan presented the report of the Outreach Committgle. The
Session approved a Zambia Trip Interest Poll to be included in bulletins and newslgtters.

\ The Pastor presented a report from the Committee on Ministry (COM) of the Presbytery
of Philadelphia. The COM approved our hiring of the Rev. Wonjae Choi as Tempotjary
Supply Associate Pastor beginning on April 24, 2009.

\  The Session approved a request from the Preschool to host a reading night at Barfjes and
Noble Bookstore. Proceeds from a percentage of the sale of books on May 8 will pjurchase
books for the Preschool.

\ Elder Bob Lambert presented the report from the April Presbytery meeting held at jit.
Airy Church. Our discussion of the Form of Government report will be held in the fgjl.

\  The May meeting of Session will be a joint meeting of Session, Deacons and Trustges. A
potluck supper will begin at 6:30 followed by a joint meeting until 7:45 p.m. At that me
each of the boards will adjourn to reconvene their regular monthly meetings at 8:0( p.m.

The meeting was adjourned with prayers for those in need and a benediction by Elder frchie
Foor.

Our wondrous choir Jf

Whether they sing multiple times during Holy
7 ”
> e%cmé (£/4

Week, or just their normal double duty on regulat
-
to the Choir #g -

Sundays, the Newtown Presbyterian church choi o
enhances our services in wondrous ways. ’\li

Led by our new Director of Music, Jason c
Moore, our dedicated, hard working and melodi-
ous choir brings an enhanced dimension to our
services. Thanks to all, including the invited instri
mentalists. Truly, our music is inspirational and O
dedicated to our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Thank you! Thank you!

George Hynson
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Our church history

19331951

The years between 1933 and 1951 saw the
Great Depression and World War Il and the begin-
nings of the expansion of Newtown Borough and
its surroundings.

Two significant happenings for the church dur-
ing this period included the building of a new
church in the midst of the depression and the arri-
val of Dr. John Mertz, who became the pastor in
1942 and stayed for 20 years.

In 1933 plans for a new church at the corner of
Washington Ave and Chancellor St emerged. The
chapel was torn down, and in August 1933, the
cornerstone for the new church was laid. The pre-
sent sanctuary was dedicated in March 1934. The
total cost was approximately $50,000. All work was
done locally and provided jobs for many during the
depression.

The stone walls of the chapel were embedded
in the foundations of the current church with
Holmesburg granite in a range of colors. The
Washington Avenue Church was opened in 1934,
and the mortgage was paid off in 1938 through
legacies from church members.

There were several ministers during this time
span. Jacob Avery Long led the church from 1931
to 1939. With his knowledge of the business world
he steered the church toward its future, which
aided in the building of the new church. Dr. Long
originated from Salona, PA, and was a graduate of
Princeton Theological Seminary. He left Newtown
in 1939 to become executive secretary of the Pres-
bytery of Philadelphia.

The next pastor was William F. MacCalmont,
who stayed for three yair8391942. He was
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He first served pastorates in the Reformed Church,
changing over to the Presbyterian Church in 1926
when he accepted a call at the First (Brainerd)
Presbyterian Church in Easton. He was active there
and in the Presbytery of Lehigh until 1941.

In 1940 he became ill after years of never tak-
ing o0a day offdé had tak
improved he took what was then a small church in
Newt own, Penn $mprh Agato A . 0
Mi ni sters of the-1989wtow
Dr. Mertz kept excellent records with a forward
look to the needs of the church. The next install-
ment of the history of our church will highlight
some of these accomplishments and the building of
the educational building.

Diana R. Bowen

Library highlights

We like to think that there is something for
everyone in our church library and this month,
wedve selected a few f
our claim. Each ful fil
mission to enrich our faith journeys, provide guid-
ance and comfort in our daily lives, support the
various programs in the church and increase our
appreciation for our church and home.

If you have been attending the Adult Ed class
about the Gospel of Thomas, you might be inter-
ested irBeyond Belief: The Secret Gospebgf Thoma:
El aine Pagels. Describe
well as an intellectual
Times review, this book explores the conflict be-
tween the gospels of John and Thomas.

With Motherds Day appr
Godds Little DevgiivenaB

r
I

from Saranac Lake, NY, and was also a graduate of filled with practical wisdom that mothers can relate

Princeton Seminary. He was ordained in 1939 and
came straight to Newtown following graduation.

During the war years of the Second World War
the church emerged as a leader in the community.
Young men were sent off to Europe and Asia
while the women and girls kept busy with Red
Cross duties, package and letter sending to the
troops. Much of the war aid by families came
through the church.

Longtime members of our church will remem-
ber the next pastor, Dr. John E. Mertz and his
wife, Emily. They arrived in 1942 and stayed until
1962. Dr. Mertz was born in Montgomery County.

to, such as 0a mother
there are only four pieces of pie for five persons
and promptly remar ks th
pie. o

Bucks County: A Photographic Celebtainsn
a special collection of over 200 color photographs
that showcase the beauty and history of our locale.
Longtime residents as well as recent transplants will
enjoy this tour through the county.

Look for these along with many other thought
provoking titles on display in the library and re-
member that the library door is always open.

Bettilyn Bogia
Wanda Kuchinsky
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Strawberry festival )i +su $Te6yn /106

This year, as many

Newtown residents know, Sunday, May 3, 7:00 to 9:00 a.m.
the Borough of Newtown Ettenger Hall

Is 325 years old. Likewise,

our church was founded Topics:

275 years ago in 1734.
These birthdays will be
celebrated at our annual

Orthopedics and Physical Fitness

Strawberry Festival on Fri- Speakers:
day, June 5, 2009, from John Irwin, MD ] Board Certified in
4:00 to 8:00 p.m. on the Orthopedics. Yardley, PA
grounds of our Historic Jon Vinikoor ] Certified
Church. Personal Trainer
Co-chairmen Vi Kanak, Joan Schwab, Jean Body Tech Fitness, Lambertville, N J

Torongo and their committee have a wonderful
program planned for this occasion. Any member

. ) Breakfast will be served
of our congregation is encouraged to submit cele-

L, . Please contact Randa Becker at randa-
bratory and/or fund raising ideas to Vi, Joan or becker@verizon.net or
Jean. Please plan to attend with your family and 215-579 -1353 to RSVP or with questions.

friends to enjoy an afternoon of food, drink, music
and celebration.

For those volunteers who will be making the
cake that will be served with the strawberries, here
Is the new recipe.

Mot her ds Day DbI .

The Outreach Committee is once again
celebrating Motherds Day
money for blankets. Church World Service

EASYPOUND CAKE

Grease 2 loaf pans (5 x 8) and coat with sugar
Beat 6 eggs and 3 C sugar until light
Add 3 C flour, minus 1 tbs. (not sifted)

1 C milk purchases these blankets for $5.00. When
1 C salad oil disaster strikes overseas or here at home,
1 tbs baking powder CWS blankets provide warmth, comfort and
1 tbs almond flavoring most importantly, the feeling that someone
1 tsp salt cares in time of trouble.
Bake at 350 degrees for one hour Envelopes will be in

Anaruth Hynson the pews for your dona-

tions. Dondt S

your name. You may desig-
nate your bl ag
honor of o0 or
of 6 i f you wish. Over
27,000 blankets were provided to communi-
ties affected by Hurricanes Katrina and

Rita.

Thank you,
Mazie Bingham


mailto:randabecker@verizon.net
mailto:randabecker@verizon.net
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275 years of church history

This is the fourth article in our series designed
to introduce you to members of our congregation.
This month we me&Vilson and Karen Dor-

ward.

In 1999 we moved to
Newtown from York, PA,
when Wilson had a job op-
portunity in Trenton. In
York we had been long-
time members of the First
Presbyterian Church, the
church where Wilson had
been confirmed and where
his parents were active
members. There were usu-
ally three generations of Dorwards occupying
the same pew on Sunday
parents, Charlotte and Lewis Dorward, our
children, Eric and Megan, and us. Eric was
confirmed at First Presbyterian, Megan was
christened at First Presbyterian, and |
taught both Vacation Bible School and Sunday
School, and once served on the Nominating
Committee with both my mother -in-law and

t he mot her of Wil sonds hi

So it was a bit uncomfortable to walk into
a sanctuary where we knew no one and no one
knew us. What | remember about my first
experience at Newtown Presbyterian was that
following the service, the woman who sat be-
side me introduced herself and told me what
a great church Newtown Presbyterian was. |
thought to myself how much she made me
feel welcome and that | had never bothered
to greet a stranger at First Presbyterian. |
have no idea who that person was, but | re-
member very well how much | appreciated her
kindness.

Over time, Wilson and | have both become
active at Newtown Presbyterian. Wilson cur-
rently serves as an Elder. He is also a member

mor ni
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of the Peacemaking Committee and Prison
Ministries. | am a member of the Historic
Church Committee and also work in the His-
toric Church Garden where for six months of
the year | am involved on a weekly basis with
the care of the garden. It is in the garden
where | have met many new people who | am
proud to consider my friends.

When | enter the sanctuary now, | look
around for familiar faces, but also try to
seek out an unfamiliar one to make someone
new feel as welcome as someone once made
me.
Karen Dorward

BW stamp project

For many more years than | can remember PW
has been saving cancelled stamps for the Presbyte-
rian Homes. Marie Beresford has carefully cut
around the stamps and mailed them off. We thank
her for her years of dedicated service as stamp
chairperson.

Stamps are sold to dealers in upstate New
York, as well as on the internet to dealers in New

ala r ritajn.and, Ireland. Fareign

t%mpgs(,jcwﬁigﬁéhive gr]]'e IEniglghgsz?}t vf;l%:(ﬁ gré sold by
the pound to a dealer near Chicago. What happens
to the money earned? In 2006 stamps sales came ft«
$1,614.70. The Presbyterian Home in Broomall
was able to secure three wheelchairs, Rydal Park
Medical secured an aquarium and Spring Mill Pres-
byterian Home acquired a geriatric examination
table.

So why not save your stamps? Large com-
memorative stamps are needed. Do not save the
regular stamps that are sold in extremely large
guantities. Put them in the container labeled
ostampsoé on the PW bull
stamp chairperson, Mazi
stamps to trim.

Joan Schwab
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Vacation Bible School
June 22 +26, 2009

Get on board at Crocodile Dock
IRU D URFNLQY DGYHQWXUH WKUR?

7KLV VXPPHU ZHYUH WUDYHOLQJ WR WKH %D\RX WR JLYH \RX
IRU WKH %LEOH *HW UHDG\ IRU DQ H[FLWLQJ FHOHEUDWLRQ RI

Bible adventures, unforgettable songs, memory -making crafts, and life changing mis-
sions.
We need volunteers to join us in this adventure! Whatever your time availability and

skills, you can make a difference by helping with VBS. We need assistant teachers,
nursery helpers, class shepherds, crafts coordinators, and creative types to make
decorations at home!

If you can help, please contact Kay Olson (724 -331-2483) or Suzanne Wray (215 -
579 -1642) or email them at newtownpresvbs@yahoo.com . Anyone interested in
helping with props and decorations please contact Bonnie Porter at bonnie-
porterl @verizon.net

If you want to register your child, you may use the form included with this news-
letter, download your registration form from the church website 2
www.newtownpres.org or email us at newtownpresvbs@yahoo.com and we will send
one to you!



