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)

ey OFOrget the former things; do not dwell
' springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the desert and streams in the
wast el #saah435189

When the people of God begin to stray or begin to forget all that their (

has done for them, it is often the role of the prophet to remind them. Here, in
poetry of I saiah6s vision, the peo
God saved the Hebrew nation from the slavery of Egypt and brought them int
Promised Land. Then, in a vision of future glory, Isaiah offers the Word of Go
announces to the people that they should forget about the past and get ready
onew thingdé which God wild/l do for

Getting ready for a new thing
ple. Even here in thesidentury when new things are happenlng all the t|me in
world around us, we seem to have a lot of trouble seeing the new things that
doing with us in the church. As the New Year begins, perhaps it is a good tlm
take a | ook at some oOnew thingso

In October of this past year we welcomed a new staff member as Pari:
sociate for Visitation. Rev. Di ck
and has already visited with many of you in the hospital and senior adult com

ties throughout the area. What a blessing to have Dick join us with his vast e,_ & _
ence, wonderful ©ébedside manner d

On Thursday, January 8, we will be welcoming our new Director of Mi
Jason Moore. After a long search by an active and thorough committee, after
ining more than 30 resumes, we are excited to introduce this newest membel
staff. He will be leading the choir for the first time in worship on Sunday, Jant

at both the 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. worship services. OPPORTUNIT] ES
T

(Continued on pad®
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Coming sometime in late February or early March we hope to be welcoming another new membel
the staff as we appoint an Interim Associate Pastor to fill in for us as we search for a permanent staff me
We will keep you posted as this onew thingo be

While it may be true that sometimes the people of God like to dwell in the past, and while it may b
true that someti mes we prefer to say, oObut we
also be true, once in a while, that we just ha
God is doing among us.

C

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
STAFF 17342009

The ;2(\9/ IT?eiZHaCL;r.(;Nk:lJI?fIr(r?er\e%/ , g;:?shpzzts%rciate In 2009 Newtown will celebrate its82ani-
: versary, and the Newtown Presbyterian Church will

Ellie Horan fi Office Administrator . . . .
Deborah Heine fi Staff Secretary/Director of celebrate its 2F&nniversary. Founded in 1734, it

Handbells is the oldest house of worship in Newtown. History
Bill Nazzaro fi Interim Choir Director tells us that on September 19 of that year Presby-
Nancy Gibbsfi Organist tery agreed that the Rev. William Tennent would
LeAnnBirky AiChi |l drends Clloirpreach one Lordds Day ol
Marge Torongofi Treasurer early records have been lost, but it is believed that
Randa Beckerfi Parish Nurse Coordinator services were held in m
Ragip Kasgurfi Sexton original church of logs was built one half mile west
\ of Newtown on Swamp Rd.
It is not known when this church was built, but
Clerk of Sessionfi Marcia Scull a deed of property dated December 1, 1744, for an
Moderator of Deaconsfi Richard Yahn acre of ground was found. The original log cabin
President of Trusteesi Brent Wiggins church was used for worship for about 35 years. It
Newsletter Editors i Jean Torongo, Sue Beasley, is believed that it wa<

Diana Bowen

Layout and Design i Nancy Gibbs later removed to a

farm near Chain

\ Bridge and used as
wagon house.

25 N. Chancellor St. In 1769 the His-
Newtown, PA 18940 toric Church on Syce

Office Hours i 9 a.m-4 p.m. .
Telephonefi 2159683861 more Street was buil
and paid for with a

Faxii 2159689055
E-mail i npcoffice@newtownpres.org lottery.

Website: www.newtownpres.org Keep watching
your newsletter

throughout the coming year to learn more about
the history of our church and its people.
Jean Torongo
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Session notes

The Session of the Presbyterian Church of Newtown met on December 2, 2008, at 7:30 gim. in
Ettenger Hall. The meeting was opened with a prayer by Elder Jim Bowers and a unison read|ng from
Philippians 4.

The Order of the Day was the presentation of proposed budgets by the remaining boards gand
committees of the church.

\ The Covenant of Closure from the Committee on Ministry of the Philadelphia Presbytery [was
read and accepted by the Session. This Covenant outlines the relation we will maintain ith Rev.
Bobbie Arrowsmith as she leaves us and begins her new ministry in Union, NJ.

\  The Outreach Committee presented their plans to host representatives from our sister chjurches
in Zambia on January 31 and February 1. We will host a dinner and presentation on Sat{frday
night and they will join us to lead worship on Sunday morning.

\ The Membership Committee announced the dates for the next new member class. It will|pe held
on Saturday, January 24 from 8:30&12.00 noon.

The meeting was adjourned with prayers for those in need and a benediction by Elder Boyyers.

Under the deac@bench A thousand thanks

Thank you to all who joined in to share a bit of Due to the outstanding generosity of our con-
Christmas with those members of our congrega-  gregation in participation and support, we had a
tion who received a beautiful poinsettia that graced very successful Historic Church Chili Luncheon. It
our sanctuary. What a gift! | have found thatas|  was a financial and gastronomic delight! The com-
go about my Deacon responsibilities, it is | who mittee could not have done it without you.
am really the bl essed o0neSpéclkwdbsttorDebdie Mackeydwhs onper € ¢
ence everywhere | turn. It was unexpected as | again, worked her magic in the kitchen and to Judy
nervously approached my initial visitations. What  Kauffman, who taught us how to turn discarded
would | say to this person? How could | be a hymnals into beautiful angels.
source of comfort? The funds raised helped defray the significant

It was unexpected that what | thought were cost to successfully repair the Historic Church Ses-
my acts of kindness toward others, in turn, would  sion House. Thank you, thank you, one and all!
help me learn that those God puts in your path are Anaruth Hynson

there for you in order to know him intimately.
May this be a year for your life to move for-
ward with Him, through Him.
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Christmas Calendar

Sunday, December 21

Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00,9:00 & 10:45a.m. Worshi. i ghti ng the candl e of
9:00 & 10:45 a.zhoir Cantata Magnificéty Vivaldi and Pergolesi
with instrumental accompaniment
Christmas Joy Offering
9:00 a.mii  Adult Bible Study, No Church School
5:00 p.nfi  All-Church Christmas Caroling at Pickering Manor

Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve
5:00 p.mf Traditional candlelight and communion service with children leading
7:00 p.mii Traditional candlelight service (communion will not be served)
9:00 & 11:00 p.ni. Traditional candlelight and communion services with adult & bell choirs

Sunday, December 28
10:00 a.m. Worship One service, singing togethertadielujah Chorus
Christmas Joy Offering
9:00 a.mii Adult Bible Study, No Church School
2:00 p.m. Conceiit Lauda, Ettenger Hall

A great victory celebration!

The Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 18 - 10:15 am

In Ettenger Hall

Continental Breakfast ~ Child Care
Election of Leaders ~ Presentation of the 2009 Budget
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Saying goodbye

In January of 1990 | was chair of the
Christian Education Committee of Session. We
had just lost our patime Christian Educator and
were looking to replace her. We had interviewed
several candidates, but none seemed to fit the bill.
Tom Bogia suggested we contact Roberta Arrows-
mith, a student at Princeton Seminary. Bobbie
came for an interview and in June of 1990 was
hired as a patime Christian Educator. At that
time she was in her senior year at seminary, taking
Hebrew, the mother of two girls and working for
us. Her office was a desk in a window alcove in
what is now the video room across from the choir
room.

In 1991 Linda Cochran chaired the committee
to find a new Associate Pastor for NPC. After a
long and thorough search, the committee agreed
that the best candidate for the job was Roberta
Arrowsmith. By now she had graduated from
seminary and was looking for atioile job. Bob-
bie was ordained on December 22, 1991, at the
Lawrenceville Presbyterian Church and on January
19, 1992, she was installed as the Associate Pastor
of our church. This past November Bobbie an-
nounced that she had accepted a call from the
Connecticut Farms Presbyterian Church in Union,
NJ, to become their Pastor.

During her tenure here she served us well and
initiated many new programs in the church. She
wrote the Rotation Program for the Sunday
School, which has become a model for many Sun-
day Schools in and out of the area. She started the
oCel ebration of Lifeo
Mi ni stry. She created
reflection on Good Friday, and she was responsi-
ble for the Christmas and Lenten worship journals
as well as many other programs too numerous to
mention.

On Sunday November 23, Bobbie preached
her last sermon as our Associate Pastor. Following
the service a farewell luncheon was held. Bobbie
received many gifts from various organizations in
the church, including a new robe from the staff
and a generous monetary gift from the congrega-
tion.

Bobbie will be greatly missed, but we rejoice
with her as she continues her faith journey as a
Senior Pastor and wish her only the best and
Godds blessing.

Jean Torongo
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NPCDbook club

The Book Club is alive and flourishing,
thanks in part to Bobbi
zation. We are continuing this lively discussion
group and welcome any readers, whether you can
make all the meetings, just a few, or even just one.
Our selections for the new year are:

JanuaryBr i ng a favorite
share

February A Thousand Splendidi8uns
Khaled Hosseini

Marchd T h e
kerman

April d The Space Betweby Uwity Umri-

Zoo bymanmpepdc-06s \

gar

Mayd The Friday Night Knitting jukate
Jacobs

Juned The Madonnas of Lenipgfadbra
Dean

Julyd The Last Chinese Ighiiicole Mones

The church library will hay
at least one copy of each avai
able for checkout. All meeting:
are the first Wednesday of the
month at 10:00 a.m.

Bettilyn Boyia h

ATTENTION !

Newt own Pres Downhi ||l Me n

serAn clenodhdict dle astde g @A 9
t Hrig to BkMoUNAIn t ual ity

Center

January 14, 2009
Meet at church at 7:00 a.m.
Depart 7:15 a.m. in carpool

Individual discount tickets to EIk Moun-
tain can be purchased at Bucks County Park
and Rec in Core Creek Park or purchase regu-
lar tickets at Elk Mountain. We plan to ski
until 3:30 p.m.

This is a completely informal trip  fi call
Pete Peters (215 493 -8440) or just show up.
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lerary h|ghl|ghts QBCVé(lJJ”gan s Pl ace

Have you ever thought about what your life Aid for Friends

would be like if you followed every rule, law, com- Libertae

mandment in the Bible? Medical Benevolence Fund
Author A.J. Jacobs, a sidfscribed agnostic, Klothes for Kids

decided to do just thatimmerse himself in relig- Red Cross Shelter

ion for twelve months while documenting this Bethanna

spiritual journey. The result is his latest Fbek Pearl Buck Foundation

Year of Living BiblicsllptittedOn e Man &s Hu mb Yauth Mission Trips (if needed)

Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally a®fassible

humorous, sometimes poignant and constantly We pledge a bag of food once a month for the
entertaining, this memoir teaches the reader both ~ Morrisville Food Center. Along with other

0Othe fallacies of moder rehugheyfrom Ristrictgwe colect ang defivarme 1

talism and the joys of discovering the timeless 125 sweat shirts, hats, scarves and gloves at
truths of faitho (accor dhristgasfopthe®Ghareh tigad Stattdnogramn s |
rector of the Human Genome Project, author of We seem to be busy all year long.
The Language of God : A Scientist Presents Evidence for
Beliefl.ook for this book on thilEw Book Our Bible Study is Tuesday, January 27, at
shelf in the library. 10: 30 a.m. Lesson 4, oC
If you are readinghe Faith Clutith the taken fromLuke 8:2:39,
WEBS group, or are just interested in studying the Our leader is Ruth Barcafer.
three Abrahamic religions (Christianity, Judaism, Bring lunchi dessert will be
Islam), take a look at the collection of books on served by Beverly Coleman
theFoob FOR THOUGHT shel f, | abel ed o Fai t handLoisCameron. The pro-
Clubr el ated books. 6 gram is at 1:00 p.m. with
Beth Solis speaking on the
Bettilyn Bogia subj ecltn doilannusi.toé
Wanda Kuchinsky the New Year by attending

our Bible Study. We would
love to see you there.

Dondét forget to pray f

PW aCt|V|t| es to be with us. We miss you all. | wish everyone

peace, happiness and love in 2009. Enjoy every

Another year is dawning moment of every day and give someone a hug.
With a chance to start anew.

May | be kinder, wiser, Lord See you in church,
In all | say and do. Mazie B.

Kay Hoffman

The Craft and Cookie Sale went extremely
well this year. The cookie bakers outdid them-
selves with a huge variety of Christmas cookies.
Thanks to everyone. This project is always geared
toward making monetary contributions to mis-
sions such as these:

58h Street Home

9h Church Head Start Program
Childrends Village
Interfaith Housing

Blessing



