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T he Pastors Pen

Then the Jews demanded of Jesus, 0 What
authority to do alll this?d6 Jesus answered
three days. 0 The -sikxgearstobudddthisiteendle, and yotl arehgaisg t a |
to raise it in three days?dé But the templ ¢

the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the
that Jesus had spoken. John 2:1&2

I must admit i many of the most amazing events that have happened in my lifetime | did not
understand or appreciate as they were happeni
came turning points in my lifeline were barely a ripple as they were happening. It is only later, some-
times much later, that | can see their significance in my life story. Hindsight.

Take the moment in which | met my wife. We were at a camp in July of 1969 and the counsel-
ors decided we ought to be watching TV. If you remember July of 1969, then you know why they
thought we should be watchHingOne small step fora man ... one giant leap fér mankimdr e | W
staring at the screen, believing that the hazy pictures of a man stepping foot on the surface of the
moon were the moment | would always remember, when instead, right next to me, was the woman
| would one day revolve my whole life around. Hindsight.

The disciples evidently needed hindsight as well. As the events of Jesus unfolded before their
very eyes, they could not really see. Infagjieegreatest watershed moment in all of human his-
toryfi and they could not put it in the proper, eahthttering perspective as it was happening. It
was only many years later that the words he preached and the deeds he did and the moments they
shared with him would become clear. Hindsight.

Actually, this is an example of another rg = <
son why | love to read the Bible so much. T ﬁ ¢
disciples were not only VERY human, but ,
someti mes they were|S 8 l

gﬁ?
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astute back then than | am now. I love it that
there beside them anymore than | can understand the events in my own life.

There she was, my future wife, sitting right beside me in the flickering TV light, the woman who woulc
change my life forever. There he was, the savior of the world, standing right next to them, the man who v
change their lives forever. Hindsight.

| wonder what spectacular,-tfeanging moments we will almost miss tomorrow. How exciting.

Tty
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Palm Sunday music

The choir and | are eagerly anticipating our
annual Palm Sunday Cantata on April 5. This
year, we wil/l be singini
Christ Lay in the Bonds of [@éais$t lag in Todes-

STAFF bandénThe work was originally composed for
The Rev. G.W. Blakesley, Il fi Pastor EaSter S.un.day WorShip in 1707, when Ba(.:h. was
The Rev. Richard Kauffman fi Parish Associate Jus_t beginning his career as a church musician.
Ellie Horan i Office Administrator This work uses the chorale tune by the same
Deborah Heine i Staff Secretary/ name throughout (p. 110 in our hymnal), which
Director of Handbells was originally composed by Martin Luther in the
Jason Moorefi Music Director early 18 century. The cantata is divided into
Nancy Gibbs fi Organist seven movements, three featuring the chorus
LeAnnBirky AiChi | dr ends CRQoi r sglongwith two solo and two duet movements
Marge Torongof Treasurer featuring our soloist/section leaders.
Randa Beckerfi Parish Nurse Coordinator In addition to the Bach cantata, we will also
Ragip Kasgurii Sexton be singi . ]
e singing two pieces by Mozawe Verum Cor

\ pus s one of Mozartds bes

The work was composed in June of 1791, just six
Clerk of Sessionfi Marcia Scull mont hs before Mozartds
Moderator of Deaconsii Richard Yahn 46 bar s of mu sBom ofdhe Mdir- t r

President of Trusteesfi Brent Wiggins
Newsletter Editors fi Jean Torongo, Sue Beasley,
Diana Bowen
Layout and Design i Nancy Gibbs

gin Mary, truly suffered, immolated on the Cross for |
whose pierced side flowed with water and blood. Le
for us a foretaste (of |
We will al so bedaudater f or
\ Dominurtom theSolemn Vespdram particu-
larly looking forward to this work as my wife
Newtown. PA 18940 C_hloe will be singing the solo sections, accompa-
Office Hours fi 9 a.m-4 p.m. nied _by t_he choir, organ and orchetmadate
Telephonef 2159683861 Dominurns the Latin text of Psalm 117 and the
Faxfi 2159689055 Gloria Patri
E-mail i npcoffice@newtownpres.org All of these pieces provide us with an oppor-
Website: www.newtownpres.org tunity to work once again with the professional
musicians of the Newtown Chamber Orchestra. |
am looking forward to this collaboration and am
confident that this will be a powerful worship ex-
perience for our congregation.

25 N. Chancellor St.

Jason Moore
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Session notes

The Session of the Newtown Presbyterian Church met on Tuesday, March 3, 2009, at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting opened with a prayer by Elder Janet Eshleman and a unison Jeatiimy 24

\ The first Order of the Day was a lengthy discussion of the Associate Pastor Search Gpmmit-
teeds report. |t was voted by Session (that
and use that interview to determine our next course of action.

\ The Session voted to host a church youth choir from Trinity Baptist Church in Cordovg, TN,
from Sunday, June 7, through Friday, June 12, pending insurance approval from the Jrustees.

\ The Session authorized Jason Moore, Music Director, to purchase new choir music fglders
using money from the memorial fund.

\ A request was made by Jean Torongo to host a 5th grade walking tour at the historic [church.
The Session voted to approve the request.

\ The Session authorized the purchase of musical drums by the Christian Education Cgmmit-
tee using memorial funds.

\ The April meeting of the Session will include a discussion of the newly drafted Form @f Gov-
ernment of the Presbyterian Church (USA). From that discussion the Session will haye the
option to forward a vote to the General Assembly.

\ The May meeting of Session will be a joint meeting of Session, Deacons and Trusteef. A pot-
luck supper will begin at 6:30 p.m. followed by a joint meeting until 7:45 p.m. At that time
each of the boards will adjourn to reconvene their regular monthly meetings at 8:00 pfim.

The meeting was adjourned with prayers for those in need and a benediction by Elder Janet Esh-
leman.

Career Networking Group

Have you recently been downsized or otherwise lost your job? Are you worried that this might
happen in the near future? You are not alone. These difficult economic times call for community
action.

The Career Networking Group meets EVERY Thursday at
7:00 p.m. in Rm. 211. The topics vary, depending on the needs
and questions of the group. There is always ample time to ask ques-
tions and receive some immediate resources to help your career
choices. If you have any questions, please send Neal Carney an e-
mail at nealjcarney@aol.com.

Please joinus. . . EVERYONE is welcome!




Lenten Calendar

Every Wednesday through April 8
7:00 p.m. ~ Weekly Lenten services
Theme: o The Way of the Crosso

Sunday, April 5
Palm Sunday

8:00 a.m. ~ Traditional worship
9:00 and 10:45 a.m. ~ Easter cantata
Christ Lag in Todesbanden (Christ Lay in the Bonds of Death )iJ. S. Bach
with choir, organ, and chamber orchestra

Thursday, April 9
Maundy Thursday

8:00 p.m. ~ Communion and Tenebrae service

Friday, April 10
Good Friday

12: 00 noon ~ Community services at St.

Sunday, April 12
Easter Sunday

6:30 a.m. ~ Sunrise service at the Historic Church, led by the youth group

8:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary
Communion and One Great Hour of Sharing

9:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary
Communion and One Great Hour of Sharing
10:15 a.m. ~ Easter Coffee in Ettenger Hall

Easter Egg Hunt for kids in Youth Hall

11:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary

Communion and One Great Hour of Sharing
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News from the Session

We are in the midst of another successful Sun-
day school year. We have over 200 children en-
rolled from preK through eighth graders. It is
something that | and the Christian Education
Committee take great pride in. | take a bit of satis-
faction when | see the different kids head from

the Gathering to that
are a tremendous number of great kids at our
church.
CHOO,
A few weeks ago Q?SS L 7,

the Christian Educa-
tion committee held &
recruiting effort. With
the large number of
children enrolled, we
were hoping that we
would have some luc N FE
in getting a few new

faces to volunteer for our work. Well, the result
was |iterally o0a few. o

Six wonderful people signed up that day. | was
very grateful for the six people who stepped for-
ward and offered their help and services. Unfortu-
nately, | was also surprised that we only received
Six new volunteers.

We tried to keep the recruiting as flexible as
possible. Some of the options available were
teaching one of six arBaart, drama, video, com-
puters, cooking, and Bibléor the 1st through
6th graders. A volunteer could also escort the kids
from Ettenger Hall to their classroom. We were
also looking for people who could help with the 3
and 4yearolds and kindergarteners.

We have a super group of dedicated volun-
teers who 6shepherdd th
who teach the different rotations, and organize the
curriculum. Some of these volunteers have been
working in the Sunday school program for many
years. It is time for us to bring in some new tal-
ented people.

Unfortunately, the recruiting effort fell short
of our expectations. Please, if you missed our re-
cruiting sigrups, contact me atfleche@yahoo.com
or Janet Eshleman at 22621076. We may be
facing a tough time of staffing our programs,
which will lead us to some difficult decisions.

Randy Cook

w gear fo gvest Virgiig & will bg held en Supdays
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Fundraiser

OFore the NPC Yol

The third annual NPC golf outing to raise

$$% for our Youth fAGhisoupds
T

June 7, starting at 1:00 p.m. at the Middle-

town Country Club in Langhorne. Last year we

raised almost $1,600 for their trip, and we

hope to better the number this year.

't will be a O0shotguno s
oscrambled for mat. Pl eas
at 215-860-6149 or Archie Foor at 215 -321-

3504 to reserve your spot. This event is open
to all church members and friends. More de-
tails to follow.

Archie Foor

R ing to Spring festival

On Saturday, February 28, the Canon Ringers
journeyed to Voorhees, NJ, to participate in the
ORing to Springd6 festiv
other ensembles from Pennsylvania and New Jer-
sey in rehearsals conducted by Michael Joy, hand-
bell composer and clinician. The-ldang festival
culminated in a concert featuring the thirteen par-
ticipating choirs and the Philadelphia Handbell
Ensemble.

The ringers came away from the festival with
rew ekills, ileds oA musitatity ahdhgealls for titel a
coming year. One-ghirt slogan summed it all up:
Eat, Sleep, Ring! Our ringers were ready for the
sleep part of that by the time we returned home.

Deb Heine
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Our church history

18861933

In 1886 the chapel was buil
on an acre of ground where ou
sanctuary now stands. The che
was built of local brownstone a
cost of $8500. It faced Chance
Street. There were stained gla:
windows and a 53 foot bell tow
that housed the bell from the o
Academy. The interior was circ
lar with a sanctuary that held-2
300 people and an outer circle
that contained five classrooms
and an infant room. The stone

walls of the chapel are part of the
foundation of our present sanctuary.

In 1886 the Rev. Thomas J. Elms was installed
as pastor. He served for 22 years and was the fa-

ther of long time church member Jennie Elms

Savidge (deceased). In 1911 the Rev. William John
Bone became the pastor, and he served until 1931.

He was the father of Marjorie Bone Fabian (my
mother) who wrote the following in 1975:

ol was five

year s

Newtown. We were four very lively chil-

dren expected to set an example, as far as

behavior as concerned. This often proved
to be very difficult. | joined the church in
1915 when 99 members were welcomed
into the fellowship of the church.

At this time from the first of May until
the first of November, Sunday morning
Service was held in the Old Church on

Sycamore St. A typical Sunday was 9:45

Sunday School in the Chapel, then we
walked over to the OIld Church for the 11

odcl ock

deavor at 3

wor ship

od6cl ock

worship in the Chapel. It was necessary to
move the reed organ over to the Old
Church (where it is today) from the Chapel
every spring and bring it back in the fall.
What a joy when Mr. Horace B. Hogeland
in 1928 had a pipe organ installed in the

Chapel.

The Daily Vacation Bible School was

started in the late twenties.

It began right

s er v i fiquly Effegtiye Pesp
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after school closed in the summer and
lasted four weeks. We had over a hundred

i n

In 1931 Rev.
pastorate in Smyrna, DE, the Rev.
Jacob Long became the pastor, and
the dream of a new sanctuary be-

came a reality.

attendance. 0

Bone accepted a

(to be continued)
Jean Torongo

Library highlights
Thanks to some recommendations from
church members, the Teen section of the library is

growing with the addition of several markedly dif-
ferent books. For fans of Willy Wonka, the Narnia
feried &nB Wiza¥d ®f O¢, avefow Hale Last of
the Really Great Whangdoediassical tale of the
power of imagination written by actress Julie An-

drews.

Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family and
Fighting to Get Back on thelizmand on the day

Bet hany Hami

|l tonds

arm

while she is surfing. The book follows her surger-

ies, recovery and adjustments she had to make to

compensate for the loss of her arm, all the while

holding on to her faith in God.
Based on

Teens Whet her

hi s Tha7tHahits od s

, Coysy applies the same
a RiiRciples {o teens, asdie ugey gliyey eyfertaining

style in his own bodkhe 7 Habits of Highly Effective
itos
things first or keeping hope alive (just a few of the

being

habits), the message is positive, inspirational and

motivating.

Look for these on display on the Teen shelves

and remember the door to the library is always

open.

Bettilyn Bogia
Wanda Kuchinsky
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275 years of church history

This is the third article in our series designed
to introduce you to members of our congregation.
This month we meet tighikrallah family.

How did we come to Newtown
Presbyterian Church?

Planes and Daisies!

9/11 and Eliza-
beth wanting to be a
Girl Scout gave us
the why and where
to go, and the
warmth, peace and
love of this church
have kept us here.

Marj joined in
March of 2002, the kids 1 Elizabeth and
Will A were baptized in May of 2002, and Bill
joined us a couple years later. We have been
involved in all sorts of activities at the
church, from Membership Committee to VBS
and Sunday School, from Psalmsters to the
gardens at the Historic Church. The kids
have done Christmas pageants and services,
singing, chimes, youth group, and even playing
the flute! Elizabeth and Will feel the church
is their second home, so you might just see
them running around. Feel free to tell them
to slow down!

We have made so many friends here of all
ages; we feel truly blessed. To know, no mat-
ter what happens, there is always someone to
call for help, or to talk to, or just to give you
a hug, has made all of us feel so safe and
warm and loved. Thank you for accepting us
into your family! You have given us more than
you will ever know.

Marj, Bill, Elizabeth and Will Shikrallah
PS. Shikrallah i s Ar a b Thenk Gootr aon d
we do!
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Blood drive news

We had a very successful blood drive. The
numbers were good, but just as importantly, every-
one in the church created a really good environ-
ment, and things went very smoothly.

The Health Ministry would like to give a spe-
cial thank you to all the people who were involved
in the blood drive. Tha
were able to collect 75 pints of blood, which can
be used to save up to 225 lives.

During the drive, we learned that NPC has
some talented bakers, so the Health Ministry is
putting together a little recipe collection for the
sweets and treats that were at the drive. Anyone
who is interested in the recipes can see anyone on
the Health Ministry com
sure you get them. Also, congratulations to Olivia
Scotti for becoming the youngest blood donor in
NPC history!

Ed Ketterer

Gardening news

Are you looking for a way to get involved
with the Historic Church? Gardening season is
upon us, and we can use volunteers to rake,
mulch, plant, and water our garden. We meet
weekly on Thursday mornings from 9:00 to
10:30, weather permitting. We welcome your
help for a day or for a season.

If you are interested, please contact Karen
Dorward by phone at 228942130, by email at
ksdnewtown@yahomcamslie McHugh by
phone at 2183577815, or by email at
Lmchugh22@verizon.net

Karen Dorward



