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The Pastorõs Pen 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  
Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.  
Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his;  
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.  
Give thanks to him, bless his name.  
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures for ever,  
And his faithfulness to all generations.    

                                                                                         Psalm 100 
 

 
 
I love being a Presbyterian, and it does matter to me that we are a Presbyterian church, a profes-

sional hazard perhaps. There are funny stereotypes that we endure as Presbyterians, like the one about 
the Good Samaritan. Had he been a Presbyterian, he wouldnõt have crossed the street to pass by or 
stepped over the injured man, but he would have convened a committee, set a date to meet with an 
agenda, to see what could be done by the next committee meeting to help the injured man.  

 
I have served on many a committee, but the most unique committee was the Thanks Committee. At 

one time, in this particular Presbytery, there was a Thanks Committee, convened at the beginning of the 
meeting, to give a report at the end of the meeting. I was asked from the floor to give the report of the 
Thanks Committee. In my report, I shared that this was the best and easiest committee to be on. And 
hopefully, Iõve spent some part of every committee on which Iõve served, in every church Iõve served, 
with every person Iõve been blessed to partner in ministry, giving thanks for what God has already done 
in Jesus Christ. For usñno less! Giving Thanks for You.  

Blessings,  
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STAFF 
 

The Rev. G.W. Blakesley, III ñ Pastor 
The Rev. Wonjae ChoiñAssociate Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Robert CanonñPastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Richard Kauffman ñParish Associate 

 

\ 
 

25 N. Chancellor St., Newtown, PA 18940 
Office Hours ñ9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Telephoneñ215-968-3861, Faxñ215-968-9055 
E-mailñnpcoffice@newtownpres.org 

Website: www.newtownpres.org 
 

\ 
 

Newsletter Editors ñJean Torongo,   
Sue Beasley, Diana Bowen 

Layout and DesignñNancy Gibbs  

All good gifts  
 
The òAll Good Giftsó theme we are using this year for our stewardship 
campaign is not only about being thankful for the gifts weõve been 
given, but also about using the gifts God has given us. Each of us is 
unique and has a gift to bring to the table. Combining all our gifts and 
talents makes for an energized and vibrant church. 
 
I am thankful for Newtown Presbyterian Church. We are blessed to 
have a strong leadership and a congregation full of committed and tal-
ented individuals. Yes, we occasionally have our differences, and we 
could get even more people involved, but we are still a vibrant, healthy 
church. Ask around, inquire at the office, and you will discover that 
there are many different ways you can get involved and share your own 
special gifts. 
 
As we approach the end of the year, we begin to think about Thanks-
giving, and, of course,  the Christmas season and the New Year. It is 

during these times that we think about how thankful we are for everything we have in our lives, especially our 
church, and what we can do to give back to the church in time, talent and tithing. 
 
You will soon be receiving your stewardship package which includes the Time & Talent sheet, and, of course, 
your pledge card. These are the lifeblood of the church because it is from your contributions of time, talent , and 
tithing that Newtown Presbyterian Church remains healthy and strong and can offer the programs and services 
that we cherish and which make us proud. 
 
So, please complete the Time & Talent form and the pledge card and bring it to Stewardship Sunday on Novem-
ber 15, or drop them in the mail. This is our chance to offer our gifts for the coming year. 

Doug Rendall 

Progressive dinner  
Festive feasting and fabulous fellowship? Sounds 

like another Congregational Life event!  Join your 
church family and friends for our 
annual Progressive Dinner on Satur-
day, November 7, beginning at 5:30 
p.m.  This wonderful evening allows 
us to sample tasty appetizers with a 
group of folks at one home, move 
along to a new location and crowd for 
a main course and then join up with 
everyone at the  church for a stupen-
dous dessert buffet!    

The Progressive Dinner is a fabulous way to meet 
new people and enjoy amazing food and fun throughout 
the evening.   Please sign up at church between services 
or contact Betsy Kruse for more information at 215 -
369 -4327 or betsykruse@hotmail.com.  
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Session Notes  
 

The Session of the church met on October 6, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. in Ettenger Hall. The meeting was 
opened with prayer by Elder Archie Foor and a unison reading from Ephesians 2:19a-21. 

 

\  The Order of the Day was introduction of New Members. Elder Foor presented the following 
persons who were welcomed as new members of our church  

   Robert Apple 
   Jack Kuchinsky 
   Karen Sadovy  
   Michael Sadovy 
   Sheri Apple    
   Heidi Bonwell    
   Lisa Gallagher   
   Elaine Low    
   Olga Radvany 
   John Radvany  
 

\  The Session also voted to have a Called Session Meeting on October 25, 2009, at 10:15 a.m. in 
the Pastorõs office for the purpose of meeting and receiving those new members who were unable 
to attend the Session meeting. 

  

\  Elder Barbara Clark presented the following baptisms for approval: 
   James Patrick Heise, November 8, 2009, at the 10:45 a.m. service. 
   Emelie Ann Korn, October 25, 2009, at the 10:45 a.m. service. 
 

\  Elders Jim Bowers and  Betsy Kruse gave a report on the meeting of Presbytery held September 
22, 2009, at the Broad Street Ministries Church in Philadelphia. 

 

\  A discussion was held as a follow up to the September 20 Session Retreat. The Session members 
were asked to be prepared to appoint an ad hoc committee in November to steer the actions of 
the Session in the coming year. 

 

The Session was adjourned with prayer for those in need by Elder Foor. 

Trustee talk  
At the Trustee meeting on October 14, 2009, the Board discussed the following items: 
 

\ Agreed to place a second handrail on the ramp to the new church wing  
\ Received a report on the completed update to the Sexual Misconduct Liability Policy  
\ Received a report on the work completed to clean downspouts and drains on the church property  
\ Discussed recent activity on the Acme site and the request for a temporary construction easement 

on the historic church property  
\ Began development of an action plan to address deficiency items found on Trustee-conducted 

property inspections 
Brent Wiggins 
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Church history  
   1991-present  

On Sunday December 15, 1991, Ettenger Hall 
was dedicated. At that time Bob Canon was the pas-
tor and Roberta Arrowsmith was the part-time 
Christian Educator. On January 19, 1992, Bobbie 
was installed as the first woman Associate Pastor of 
the church. Bob Canon retired in June of 1993, and 
the search began for a new senior pastor. 

Meanwhile the church continued to grow and 
enlarge its outreach programs and service to the 
community. The Stephen Ministry program was es-
tablished, and a new Rotation Program for the Sun-
day School was begun. About this same time the 
church took over the running of the Pre-School. 

 On November 11, 1996, the Reverend G.W. 
Blakesley III was installed as senior pastor. Blake, as 
he is known by all, has brought a new energy to the 
church and expanded the youth program, begun a 
Prison Ministry and many other programs too nu-
merous to mention. In November of 2008, Bobbie 
resigned to go to the Connecticut Farms Presbyte-
rian church as senior pastor. In April of this year 
Wonjae Choi joined us as Associate Pastor. Under 
the leadership of Blake and Wonjae we look forward 
to the future as the church continues to grow and 
our programs continue to expand.   

As of January 2008 our church membership was 
961, a long way from the few forward-looking indi-
viduals who founded the church in 1734. Our 
church has been truly blessed over the years and 
with the help of God òshall from age to age en-
dure.ó  

Jean Torongo 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Under the deaconõs bench 
Itõs November and Thanksgiving is almost 

upon us.  Every year at this time, the deacons 
collect donations to provide Thanksgiving food 
baskets to families who otherwise might not 
have a Thanksgiving meal.  For only $30 we 
can provide a family with a complete Thanks-
giving meal including turkey, stuffing, pota-
toes, vegetables, and dessert.   The deacons 
purchase the food, assemble the baskets and 
then deliver them.   Last year we  provided 125 
basketsñwe would like to do the 
same or  more this year.   

Please think about 
your Thanksgiving meal 
and all you have to be 
thankful for, and con-
sider donating to this 
very worthy cause.   Itõs 
not too late - donations 
will be collected be-
tween services through 
November 8 or can be 
dropped off at the NPC 
office anytime afterwards.   Your donations of 
any amount are greatly appreciated.  

 Through our Keeping In Touch With 
Young People (KITWYP) program, the deacons 
also send cards and care packages to our 
young people who are at college or to our ser-
vice people who are stationed away from 
home.  We are getting ready for our holiday 
mailing.  If you have a college student or a 
service person living away from home, we 
would love to add them to our list.   Please con-
tact Marlowe Gordon with the name and ad-
dress so we can reach out and let them know 
we care. 

Cathy Lambert  
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
NOON , November 11, 2009  

for the December newsletter  




