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The Pastorõs Pen 

 

On the Lenten Journey 
 
òFor it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.ó   Hebrews 10:4 
 
I guess Iõm wondering how some of you are doing with what-

ever youõve committed to giving up for Lent. This is a spiritual prac-
tice that has its roots in early Christian practices of serving penance 
to enter or re-enter the church. So, we give up something as a spiri-
tual discipline. Whether weõre doing it as a sacrifice or as a new 
practice to remind us of Christõs sacrifice or to grow closer in our 
walk with Jesus, it has been going on for millennia. So howõs it go-
ing? 
Iõm not so curious as to whether youõve been able to keep it up 

to the letter of the lawñno chocolate has entered my mouthñor 
just in the spirit of the law. I donõt òtreató myself, but cocoa is an 
ingredient in some foods that I consume. But has it reminded you 
of Christõs sacrifice; have you grown closer in your walk with Jesus? Howõs it going? 

Lent is a time of self-examination, of an internal dialogue between you and your faith. Itõs 
this time of the church year that encourages us to see what in our lives is holding us back from a 
fuller experience of a life of faith or a more transparent witness of Christõs saving grace in our 
lives. The verse from Hebrews quoted above reminds me that at one time it was the practice of 
the people of God to sacrifice animals in order to pay for our sins, because as sinners we were 
unable to be in relationship with God. 
So, the Lenten question is, howõs your relationship with God?  Is what youõre doing helping 

your relationship with God grow? For we now know that it was Christõs blood shed on the cross 
that has paid the final price for our sins. The Lenten truth is that this is what Christ did for us, 
and we are freed to be transformed into a new people. So, howõs it going? 

 

 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Easter Sunday ...  
    the most joyous day of the year!  
     Your Worship committee is busy planning Easter worship services and 
would like to suggest a way for you to make the Easter celebration even more 
special. We invite you to participate by preparing or serving communion at one 
of the services on Easter Sunday. If you are a confirmed member of NPC and 
would like to know more about this opportunity to serve your church through 
worship, please call Ruth Barcafer at 215 -702 -9426 or the church office.    

Ruth Barcafer  
 

 

Under the deaconõs bench   
Believe it or not...spring is just around the corner. The winter snow will soon turn  to flow-

ers in bloom and green grass. Our  food pantry is well stocked  to provide food to people in 
need. You can drop off non -perishables in the reception room across from the nursery.  
A great big òAmenó to all the people in this congregation who give the gift of food so we 

can provide this ministry. Thereõs no better feeling than spreading Godõs love. Our KITWYP 
(Keeping In Touch With Young People ) committee has mailed out care packages to our college 
students and military personnel at home or abroad. Thank you to all involved.  

Don Becker  
                                                              

From the Session  
Things happen to all of us, Christians and non -Christians alike, and some of these events 

can be life -changing. We, as Christians, need to enjoy all the things that are good in our lives, 
and in the Newtown area we all have many blessings for which to be 
thankful.  

 

We should look to our 
faith to help us get through 
the difficult times. The 
strength of that faith is 
important because it helps 
us  keep going and not suc-
cumb to the difficult is-
sues. 

 

We should approach each day expecting a 
positive outcome. I believe that a positive out-
look and expectation helps us to overcome the 
difficult times. Praise the Lord for the 
strength to keep looking forward in a positive 
way. 

Rick Heine 

 

STAFF 
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Session notes  
 

The Session of the church met on Tuesday, February 2, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in Ettenger Hall. The 
meeting was opened with a convening prayer by Elder Laurie Skoroda and a unison reading from 
Galatians 6:7-10. 
 

\ The Order of the Day was the introduction and welcome of the new member class. The 
following new members were approved by Session: 

  Laura Bordner 
  Cliff Bray 
  Don Hamnett 
  Tom and Sally Heller 
  Jason and Amy McIntyre 
  Blair Pandorf 
  D.J. and Lea Rubini 
  Dennis and Marilyn Winfrey 
  Douglas and Mary Ann Wolf 
 
\ The following new members will meet with Session and be welcomed on Sunday, February 

21, following the 9:00 a.m. service: 
 Steve and Patty Bevens 

 
\ Deacon Kathryn Moncado presented a new program of food collection called òFirst Sun-
day Mealsó to be sponsored by the Deacons. The Session approved the new program. 

 
\ Elder M.R. Rozzi reported that the Peacemaking Committee wants to co-host an event in 

Ettenger Hall with the Interfaith Committee for Middle East Peace. It will include music, 
food and roundtable discussions among Jews. Muslims and Christians on Sunday, March 
21, at 5:00 p.m. The Session approved the event. 

 
\ The Session approved the baptism of Stephen Lawrence Archer on February 28, 2010, at 

the 10:45 a.m. service. 
 
\ Elder Barbara Clark reported from the Worship Committee and the Session approved the 

purchase of 24 hymnals at a cost of $15 per hymnal using existing budgeted music money. 
 
\ The Session voted to have the annual World Day of Prayer Service sponsored by the Pres-

byterian Women in our church on Friday, March 5, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
\ Elder Archie Foor presented and the Session approved a Golf Outing at Middletown 

Country Club on June 6, 2010, to support the Youth Group mission trips this summer. 
 
\ Elder George Hynson and Elder Jim Bowers reported on the Presbytery meeting which 

was held at the Oxford Presbyterian Church on January 26. 
 
The Session was adjourned with prayer for those in need by Elder Laurie Skoroda. 



Lenten Calendar  
 
 

Every Wednesday, February 24  ~  March 31  
7:00 p.m. ~ Lenten services  

A one-half hour service each week  
 

Sunday, March 28  

Palm Sunday  
8:00 a.m. ~ Traditional worship  

9:00 and 10:45 a.m. ~ Fauré Requiem with choir, organ, and chamber orchestra  
 

Thursday, April 1  

Maundy Thursday  
8:00 p.m. ~ Communion and Tenebrae service  

 
Friday, April 2   

Good Friday  
12:00 noon ~ Community services at St. Lukeõs Episcopal Church 

 

Sunday, April 4   

Easter Sunday  
6:30 a.m. ~ Sunrise service at the Historic Church  

led by the youth group  
8:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary  
9:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary  

Communion and One Great Hour of Sharing  
10:15 a.m. ~ Easter Coffee in Ettenger Hall  

Easter Egg Hunt for kids in Youth Hall  
11:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary  

Communion and One Great Hour of Sharing  
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Music notes  

Palm Sunday cantata  
      March 28, 2010, is Palm Sunday and the date of our annual spring choir cantata.  
This year the choir is preparing Gabriel Faur®õs Requiem, op. 48. A Requiem comes out of 
the Catholic tradition and is considered a Mass for the dead. However, Faur®õs composi-
tion varies from this tradition in a number of ways. While Fauré is known to have pre-
sented the work at the church of the Madeleine where he was choir master and organist, it 
was not written as a òchurch work,ó but instead as a concert piece.   
 In 1902 Faur® wrote, òit has been said my Requiem did not express the terror of 
death, someone called it a berceuse [lullaby] of death. But that is how I feel death: as a happy 
deliverance, a yearning for the happiness of the beyond, rather than a distressing transi-
tionéPerhaps also my instincts have led me to side-step convention as I have been ac-
companying burial services on the organ for so long! I cannot stand it any longer. I wanted 
to do something else.ó   
 This work is known for its beautiful melodic line underscored by a lighter orches-
tration than that used by many of his contemporaries. Faur®õs original manuscript includes 

only four movements, Introit et Kyrie; Sanctus; Agnus Dei and In Paradisum. These movements were scored for 
strings, harp, timpani and organ. We will be presenting these movements but also adding the famous soprano 
solo, Pie Jesu. 
 We will again be working with members of the Newtown Chamber Orchestra to present this work. We 
sincerely hope it enriches your worship at Newtown Presbyterian Church. 

Jason Moore 
 
 

Choir commission   

This is the text for the long awaited composition the choir has commissioned for our Easter Sunday worship.  
Excited yet?  We hope so. As we eagerly await the arrival of this composition on February 25, I have been in 
touch with the composer, Dr. Carlyle Sharpe, who has described the composition (which is still being written) in 
this way: òit's very straightforward, but it will be a ôbig singõ that should make the choir sound impressive.ó 
Now I know youõre feeling the excitement!  In addition to the joy we feel each week making music for wor-

ship, there is some additional energy around this project. I think about the 275 year-long history of the Newtown 
PC and of all the worship music that has taken place over those years. I consider all of the people who were 
(hopefully) uplifted by the music as well as the many musicians who were here before us. And through all of our 
wonderful history in Newtown, this is the first time, the very first time, that brand new music will be heard inside 
the walls of our sanctuary. What an amazing time to be a part of the life of Newtown Presbyterian Church! 

If you are feeling some enthusiasm for this commission as I am, I invite you to participate in the process.  
You can contact me via email at jasondavidmoore@hotmail.com or by phone at 520-289-0746. You are invited to 
sit in on one of our Thursday evening choir rehearsals in Ettenger Hall, starting at 8 p.m., and hear this music as 
it is put together by the choir. Or, if youõre feeling a little more brave, you can even join us and sing on Easter 
Sunday. Either way, I look forward to sharing this music with you this Easter. 

òRejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs 
of angels,  
and let your trumpets shout Salvation  
for the victory of our mighty King.  

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,  
bright with a glorious splendour,  
for darkness has been vanquished by our 
eternal King.  

Rejoice and be glad now,  
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,  
resound with the praises of your people.   
Alleluia.  Amen.ó 
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NPC dinner and game night  
 

Sunday March 14, 2010    
5:00 ñ Dinner  

6:00 ñ Let the Games Begin!  
 

 Come Join Us!   
Ettenger Hall is the place for FUN and 

GAMES on March 14! You will enjoy a yummy din-
ner prepared by the 6 -8th  grade youth group as 
they raise funds for their summer mission trip to 
VA. After that, itõs BYOD2S (Bring Your Own 
Dessert 2 Share) along with fun and games 
(drinks provided).     
Weõll have a variety of ògamingó areas set upñ

come wow us with your Pictionary talent, join in 
a  dazzling game of Bunco or amaze us with your 
acting talent during charades. These are just a 
few of the many games we have planned. Have a 
favorite game?  Bring it!  Want to get rid of some 
games your kids have outgrown? Great idea!    

All ages welcome! We will have babysitters 
available for the very young.  To help us plan for 
food, please put your name on the sign -up sheet 
located on the Congregational Life bulletin board 
in the hallway outside the Pre -K classrooms.  

So, mark your calendar for 3/14/10 and get 
ready for a fun, fun, night!  Questions?   Contact 
Kathy Denlinger at kathyd0528@yahoo.com or 
Laurie Skoroda at lauriebu@comcast.net  

Laurie Skoroda  
  

 

PW activities  
A smileõs a rose that when returned 
Becomes a spring bouquet. 
A smileõs a gift you give yourself 
By giving it away.      Clay Harrison 
 

  

Spring. Where are you? I think we have had 
enough snow and cold weather. Iõm ready for warm 
weather and spring flowers. 

World Day of Prayer will be held at our church 
on Friday, March 5, at 7:00 p.m. in Ettenger Hall. 
The worship service was prepared by the women of 
Cameroon. Please try to attend and meet our Chris-
tian friends from other churches in Newtown. 

We will be delivering T-shirts and Easter baskets 
to the 9th Church Head Start 
Learning Tree. Wonõt you 
help us by purchasing some 
Easter candy? The deadline is 
Monday, March 22. The 
candy can be left in Room 
211 and marked òPW.ó  
Thank you. 

Bible Study is Tuesday, 
March 23, at 10:00 a.m. Ruth 
Barcafer, our leader, will pre-
sent Lesson 6: Outsiders Be-
come Insiders: Rahab and the Gibonites. At noon dessert 
and beverage will be served by Ruth Barcafer and 
Joan Schwab. We will assemble the Easter baskets 
before the program. Our program is at 1:00 p.m., a 
movie on òThe Easter Storyó from the Gospel of 
John. It was highly recommended by Pastor Wonjae. 
Iõm sure you will enjoy this afternoon together. 
Please save Saturday, May 15, for a òWomanõs 

Day Outó in Ettenger Hall. It will be catered by Per-
sonal Touch Catering and we will be entertained by 
Peggy and Nelson Runger. You will know them as 
performers of the òPresby Playersó who present 
plays in Youth Hall. Ticket information and details 
will follow later. We hope you all can attend.  
Happy St. Patrickõs Day to all. Lent began on 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17. No more chocolate for 
Blake and me. Donõt forget to hug someone today. 

See you in church, 
Mazie B. 

  
 

See you in church, 
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Lay assistants  
Newtown Presbyterian enjoys the privilege of us-

ing Lay Assistants during the 9:00 and 10:45 services 
on the second and fourth Sundays of each month. It 
is not difficult to do! We invite ANYONE who 
would like to participate in worship in this way to 
consider volunteering for this valuable contribution to 
our services. Help is available for various aspects of 
the task.   

We are looking for volunteers starting with ser-
vices in June. For further information call 

the church office or Nyla Houser at 
215-369-1660 or by email mom-

nyla@aol.com.  We look forward 
to your assistance in this 

unique way of offering up 
your talents! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Update: Haiti recovery  
 The following is an update provided by Philadelphia 
Presbytery: 

 òIt has been over a month since the earth 
shook in Haiti. The suffering of the Haitian people 
was intensified greatly on January 12th when the 
major earthquake destroyed large parts of the ur-
ban areas of Port -au-Prince and the surrounding 
cities and towns.  

 The Presbyterian Church (USA) was there 
from the first day through our partners on the 
ground in Haiti. In the first week over $200,000 
was made available in Haiti for immediate and ur-
gent life -saving supplies and actions. Since then 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) and the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) have had peo-
ple on the ground assessing the damage, meeting 
with our partners, beginning to find ways to help 
over the long term. This is the hallmark of PDA and 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) - we are among the 
first to be engaged (thanks to our One Great Hour 
of Sharing funds) and the last to leave a disaster 
areañwe are still active along the Gulf Coast going 
on 5 years after Katrina.ó  
 

Easter memorials  
 

One way we remember our 
shut-ins is by providing 
flowers at Easter and 
Christmas. Donating to the 
fund is a wonderful way to 
partake in this ministry and 
honor or remember a loved 
one.  Donations of $10.00 per 
memorial are requested. 
 
Checks should be made payable to the Newtown 
Presbyterian Church and must be received in the 
church office by Monday, March 22, for inclusion in 
the Easter Memorial list. 
 
Please print clearly so the names appear correctly.   
 
Enclosed is $______________ 
 
Circle one of the following:   òIn Loving Memory ofó 
or òIn Honor ofó  

 
Name(s) 

 
_________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

By:  

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

Signature:  
__________________________________________ 
 
The flowers used to decorate the sanctuary are distrib-
uted to shut-ins within the church community. If you 
would like to personally deliver a flower to a particular 
shut-in, please indicate that person on the space be-
low. Or, if you choose, you may take your flower after 
the 11:00 service. 
 
I will deliver a flower to:______________________ 


