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T he Pastors Pen

0Giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name obour Lord Jes
Ephesians 5: 20

These are eloquent words from the Apostle Paul, and they fall within an admonishment against
sinful living. He prefaces the above verse with the edification to be filled with the Spirit. | am over-
whelmed by the Spifiti | | ed | i fe that is shared here by t
always busting at the seams smiling and giving thanks to God to be in your midst.

| received a warm welcome from the staff, and two weeks in, | enjoyed meeting the Session,
Deacons and Trustees at the annual joint board meeting along with a class of new members and the
Confirmands. The Presbyterian Women have been gracious, as have the crafters, the quilters, the
book c¢club, the youth group, the music ministr
always something good to eat here at NPC!

These first few months, as | attend as many meetings and event
are here at NPC (and it will take a few months), | will continue to intr
myself (sounds | i ke the number
in the ministry that is already at work in our community and beyond.

I invite all of you to stop by my office at any time or contact me thi
the church office or byraailrevwonjae @newtownpidisobrgpu have beel
very gracious as | try to learn not only your names but to hear your s
and share in the daily living v
accessible to you and look forward to partnering with you in the work
have been called to do. Again, | give thanks to God for you all. FOR ALL WHO ARE

LED BY THE SPIRIT OF
GOD ARE CHILDREN
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STAFF

The Rev. G.W. Blakesley, Ill i Pastor
The Rev. Richard Kauffman i Parish Associate
The Rev. Wonjae Choifi Supply Associate Pastor
Ellie Horan ii Office Administrator
Deborah Heine it Staff Secretary/
Director of Handbells
Jason Moorefi Music Director
Nancy Gibbs i Organist
LeAnnBirky AChi | dr ends C
Marge Torongofi Treasurer
Randa Beckerfi Parish Nurse Coordinator
Ragip Kasgurfi Sexton

\

Clerk of Sessionfi Marcia Scull
Moderator of Deaconsfi Richard Yahn
President of Trusteesfi Brent Wiggins

Newsletter Editors fi Jean Torongo, Sue Beasley,
Diana Bowen
Layout and Design i Nancy Gibbs

\

25 N. Chancellor St.
Newtown, PA 18940
Office Hours i 9 a.m-4 p.m.
Telephone 2159683861
Faxii 2159689055
E-mail i npcoffice@newtownpres.org
Website: www.newtownpres.org
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275th anniversary committee

A committee has been appointed to coordinate and plan activities in
connection with the celebration of the 275th anniversary of the church.
Janet Eshleman is the chairperson of the committee; members include
Cari Grundman, George Hynson, Ron Thorburn and Jean Torongo.

The highlight of the celebration will be a dinner planned for Satur-
day, September 19, 2009. See the insert in this newsletter for details. An-
niversary-shirts will be sold at the Strawberry Festival. Watch the Sun-

Jean Torongo

Under the deacnbench

The Deacons wish to thank all members of the
church who delivered the beautiful flowers on
Easter. These flowers represent the transition from
spring into summarthe rebirth of our glorious
world. It seems like Easter was only a few weeks
ago, but summer ds al most
be busy spending time outdoors and on vacations.

We have much to be thankfulffdlong sum-
mer days, the warmth of the sunshine, the chirping
birds, the green grass, and the colorful flowers. God
is so gracious to have created such a wonderful
place for us to live in. Let us enjoy and cherish this
wonderful gift of the world. Let us also be thankful
for this great gift.

Donna Atkins

When through the woods and forest glades | wand
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When | look down from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!.

(second stanza)
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Session notes

The Session of the Newtown Presbyterian Church met on Tuesday, May 5, 2009, at 8:()0 p.m.
for the annual joint board meeting of the Session, Deacons and Trustees. Gathering first fgr a pot-
luck supper at 6:30 p.m., the meeting included an examination of the 2009 Confirmation Cjass on
their personal statements of faith and a presentation by Marcia Shapiro of Shir Ami Congrggation
for Mitzvah Days.

\ The meeting opened with a prayer by Elder George Hynson and a unison reading| of
Ephesians 1:-123.

\ The Order of the Day included meeting and receiving new members. The Sessiof] voted
to receive the new members; they will be introduced to the congregation on May 17 at
the 10:45 a.m. service. The Confirmation Class will be introduced to the congregation on
May 17 at the 9:00 a.m. service.

\ The Rev. Scott Nowack from COM (Assoc. Pastor, Abington Presbyterian Churc
spoke to the Session regarding the process of the Associate Pastor Nominating jommit-
tee.

\ Elder Janet Eshleman reported from the 275th Anniversary Committee. The Sesgjon ap-
proved the dinner to be held on Saturday September 19, 2009, and for the commiftee to
be able to selighirts commemorating the anniversary.

\ The Elder commissioners for the May 19 Presbytery meeting to be held at Doylegtown
Presbyterian Church are Dave Strome, Jim Ryan and Ron Thorburn.

The meeting was adjourned with prayers for those in need and a benediction by Elder {5eorge
Hynson.

Stephen Ministry

In Stephen Ministry congregations, lay caregivers (called Stephen Ministers)
provide one-to-one Christian care to the bereaved, hospitalized, terminally ill,
separated, divorced, unemployed, relocated, and others facing a crisis or life
challenge. Stephen Ministry helps pastors and congregations provide quality car-
ing ministry for as long as people need it.

Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to be a part of the Stephen
Ministry here at NPC. We will be holding an informational meeting on Sunday, Au-
gust 24, 2009, in Ettenger Hall immediately following the 10:45 a.m. service. We
will be serving a light summer lunch.

For more information, contact Rev. Wonjae Choi at 215 -968-3861 or revwon-
Jjae@newtownpres.org or call Linda Cochran at 215 -968-2211.
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Our church history

1951-1984

When John E. Mertz
became the pastor in 1941,
we had a church member-
ship of about 225. After
the end of World War 11,
Newtown and the sur-
rounding area began to
grow. By 1950 the mem-
bership had grown to about
350, even though some 50
members had been trans-
ferred to the Woodside
Presbyterian Church in 1947 (a mission church
of the NPC from 1884 -1947).

It became apparent that more room was
needed to accommodate our growing congrega-
tion. Sunday School classes were held on the
stage, under the staircase behind the stage,
and Fellowship Hall (now Youth Hall) was parti-
tioned off with rolling dividers to make small
alcoves for other Sunday School classes (very
noisy). These dividers could be pushed against
the wall to open up Fellowship Hall for church
suppers, receptions and meetings. The kinder-
garten and younger ¢c¢hi
held in the red carpeted room behind the
sanctuary (then two separate rooms).

In 1950 a building committee was formed
and a campaign was held to raise the $50,000
needed to build the educational wing, originally
called Childrends Hal/l
took place in 1954. The two -story building ex-
tended from the aforementioned red car-
peted room to the third entrance door on
Chancellor St. where the stairs go up to the
choir room.

the first assistant minister, a middler from
Princeton Seminary, was secured, and in 1958
the Board of Deacons was formed.

John Mertz retired in 1962, and Robert G.
Foulkes was called to the pastorate of the
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church in 1963. It was during his tenure that
women first served on the Board of Deacons
and on the Session. In 1976 women had still
not infiltrated the Board of
Trustees, but shortly there-
after Ginny Willis was
elected as the first woman

lier levels.

drenos -

trustee.

The church membership
reached a high point of 994

under

Dr . Foul kes

ship. After he left in 1970,
membership dropped, and it
Wa? net until 1982 that it
once again reached its ear-

Many of our present members will remem-

ber t

he

year s

of Robert E

Bob arrived in 1976 and served us well until
1993. He is now our Pastor Emeritus. One of
the highlights of his ministry was the year -
long celebration of the 250th anniversary of
the church. There will be more about the year

1984

newsletter.

| dr ends

and

Bob

cl asses

Canonds year

Jean Torongo
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Attentiom aspiring
thespians!
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2009. There are 55

parts in this production, several of WhICh are chil-
't was during Dr. Mertzog{rﬁhinnl(stthrey ¢hafchit fami

ons. O
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y one of th

you! Auditions WI|| be held in Ettenger Hall at 7:30
p.m. on Monday, August 31.

This will be a fun experience, and you can add
to the festive beginning of the holiday season here
at NPC. For further information call Dave Yantz at
2154932861 (h) or 218057366 (C).






