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The Pastoros Pen

ONow there were some present at that ti me
had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus an
sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? | tell you, no! But unles
repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell
them do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? | tell you, n
But unless you repekai13; 5 you too will all/l p

The horrible earthquake in Haiti has touched us all.

The poorest country in the Western hemisphere has long been a source of some guilt and shame
to those of us who live in relative luxury, but this overwhelming natural disaster increases the need
for us to help. Some religious communities have responded by blaming this earthquake on God and
have claimed that it is punishment for the voodoo religious practices of
their pagan society. This response breaks my heart. Jesus once re-
sponded to the same sort of questions when the disciples near him
if those who suffer at the hands of brutal tyranny or those who suffe
fromanaturalormamade di saster are mor
who dondt. As you can read for
answers with an unqualified &n
teachable moment about how a long life here on earth is not as img
tant as eternal life in heaven.

We also need to be reminded in the face of overwhelming trage:
that we cannot allow ourselves to be overwhelmed. It is easy to be s
lyzed with the enormity of the damage and the loss of life and end LAld ](Qr V|d'|m$ O]( H‘le
doing nothing. l nstead it
nessod® rather than curse it. EGl’quUerlnH(llh
short list to get you started.

many

1. Log on towww.redcross.o@nd make a donation.
2. Log on towww.pcusa.orgnd give to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA).

(Continued on Zage
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3. Send your contributions to: PDA, P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA3Y5R64
4. Drop a check into the offering plate at <chur
5. Drop your cash donations in the baskets mark

Dondét be paralyzed. Do something to help. Lig
o
Under the deaconod0s bench

Another joyous holiday season has passed, and we are into the adventures of a brand new year.
But before we close off the last year, we would like to thank all of those who helped deliver the
45 beautiful poinsettias to so many of our extended church family to whom they were a holiday
delight. The gift of giving is a double delight; the giver and the receiver share the quality of the
season and also share the meaning of the greatest 0
look after our congregational church needs as well as the needs of our neighbors. Times are still
very tough for many as we enter into this new year, and it is a perfect time to remind our church
family that many are in need.
It is also a perfect time to remind all that we do maintain a food bank here at church and that
it has been an increasingly active mission. Our pantry is located in a large closet in the Reception
Room across from the nursery. Donations of nonperishable foods within date codes are always
welcome and encouraged to maintain a steady supply to satisfy the growing needs.
We as Deacons are exploring opportunities in the very near future to further assist families in
need, and we encourage you to keep in touch with the effort to help
feed our neighbors and friends. You can help with your donations of PEAS
food and by expressing your desire to help in other ways by notifying
the church office,
Judy Kauffman (our

moderator), or any
The Rev. G.W. Blakesley, Ill i Pastor of the deacons as we
The Rev. Wonjae Choifi Associate Pastor build on this mission
The Rev. Dr. Robert Canonfi Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Richard Kauffman i Parish Associate

STAFF

of mercy. Stay

tuned!
\ God bless you all
25 N. Chancellor St., Newtown, PA 18940 and may you have a
Office Hours i 9 a.m-4 p.m. very Happy New
Telephonefi 2159683861, Faf 2159689055 Year!
E-mail i npcoffice@newtownpres.org Ed Oldroyd

Website: www.newtownpres.org
\

Newsletter Editors fi Jean Torongo,
Sue Beasley, Diana Bowen
Layout and Design i Nancy Gibbs

WWW.newtownpres.org
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Session notes

The Session of the church met on Tuesday, January 12, 2010, at 7:30 p.m. in Room 21fL. The
meeting was opened with a convening prayer by Pastor Blake Blakesley and a unison reading from
James 1:28.

\ The Order of the Day was the discussion and approval of the proposed 2010 budggit. With
gratitude to all the generosity of our members and friends we ended the 2009 budggt year
in the black. In addition, we received pledges and gifts for the 2010 budget year whflch al-
| owed us to move forward with our plalns an
Big thanks to the Stewardship Committee for their hard work and creative dedicatioph and
to all who pledged for the coming year. Thanks be to God!

\ The Session received an undesignated gift from the estate of Dorothy Lindberg in
amount sufficient enough to pay off the remaining amount on our mortgage from Etjenger
Hall construction and the roof repair, and provide an additional amount for future u
Our thanks go out to Dorothy and her generous spirit.

\ Elder Archie Foor reminded the Session that the next new member class would be |held on
Saturday, January 23, from 8:30&1r2:00 noon in Ettenger Hall

\ Elder George Hynson and Elder Jim Bowers were elected as representatives to thg{January
Presbytery Meeting at Oxford Church in Philadelphia.

The Session was adjourned with prayer for those in need by Rev. Wonjae Choi.

Potluck dinner and dancing!

Brush off those dancing shoesorboots! |t 6s ti me once ag:
% L.  our annual Called Dance (or Contra Dance or Square Dance - whatever
youdd |ike to call it) with tThefuBucks Co

evening is for all ages fi families, individuals, young, old, and everyone in
between! Invite your friends to this free evening of laughter, food
and fabulous music and dancing.
You dondét have to know t hsedodndfaf er enc e
allemande left...the caller does all the work!  The live music is contagious
and youdll find your wloeotth dra pyd nndgr & od a rhee
not! All ages and abilities invited!  No dance experience or rhythm re-
' quired. Any questions? See Blake or Lynn Blakesley or contact Betsy
- Kruse at betsykruse@hotmail.com or 215-369-4327.

Saturday, February 13, Ettenger Hall
Potluck Dinner: 5:30 -7 p.m., Dancing: 7:30-9ish
Food assignments:
A-H: Dessert
| -P: Appetizer or Salad
Q-Z: Main or Side Dish

WWW.newtownpres.org
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Music notes

Palm Sunday cantata

On March 28, 2010 the chur ch c¢ WReguemfovi | | [
our annual Palm Sunday Cantata. We are pre
which was written for String Orchestra, Choir and Soprano solo. You are invited to
participate in this important part of our music ministry in Newtown.

Rehearsals are on Thursday nights from 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. (only 90 minutes a
week!). If you are unsure if singing with the choir is for you, | invite you to sit in on
a Thursday rehearsal and speak with me and members of the choir. You will find
that we are a group with a wide range of skill level and musical training, from begin-
ner to professional. Pl ease consider singi
find it a rewarding experience.

Jason Moore

Music commission

During Advent, our choir was preparing  Oratorio de Noé/ by Camille Saint -Saéns. This work in-

cl udes t Bleriain exgetsis Beo et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis , 6 ( Gl ory t o
highest, and on earth, peace to men of goodwill). As you recall from worship on Christmas Eve (or
from the Charlie Brown Christmas special), this is the song sung by the angels to the shepherds. | find
myself wondering what this song sounded like on that night. Countless composers have set this text to
music, and we have no idea i f anyone has o0gotten it
herds to hear this song that no one had ever heard before?

On Easter Sunday of 2010, we will give you a glimpse of what it must have felt like to hear a piece
of music that no human has ever heard before. We have commissioned composer Carlyle Sharpe to
write a piece of music for our church. The choir is scheduled to perform this newly composed work on
Easter Sunday at the 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. services.

We are still in the early stages of this process and details about the music are not yet available,
but I can tell you that the work will be written for Choir, Organ, Trumpets and Timpani. The text will
be selected over the next week and will be set to music over the coming month. We are scheduled to
receive the first draft of the score by the end of February and will begin rehearsals on this piece at
our February 25 choir rehearsal. You are invited to join the choir through this process. If you would
like a sneak peak of the piece, stop by any Thursday night choir rehearsal from February 25 onward.

This is a very exciting process, and | will work to keep you informed of our progress throughout
the spring. If you have any questions about this project, please see me on Sunday morning or email me
at jasondavidmoore@hotmail.com.

Concert series January 31

On January 31, 2010, at 4:00 p.m., Newtown Presbyterian Church will
welcome Aaron Stewart to our concert series. Aaron will be performing
works for alto saxophone with piano accompaniment. Repertoire will in-
clude works by J. Ibert, R. Schumann, Noda and others. Admission is free.
Please join us for this afternoon of music.

WWW.newtownpres.org
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Lenten Calendar

February 17

Ash Wednesday
7:00 p.m. ~ Worship in the Sanctuary

Every Wednesday, February 24 ~ March 31
7:00 p.m. ~ Lenten services
A one-half hour service each week

Sunday, March 28
Palm Sunday

8:00 a.m. ~ Traditional worship
9:00 and 10:45 a.m. ~ Fauré Requiemwith choir, organ, and chamber orchestra

Thursday, April 1
Maundy Thursday

8:00 p.m. ~ Communion and Tenebrae service

Friday, April 2
Good Friday

12: 00 noon ~ Community services at St.

Sunday, April 4

Easter Sunday

6:30 a.m. ~ Sunrise service at the Historic Church
led by the youth group

8:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary

9:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary
Communion and One Great Hour of Sharing
10:15 a.m. ~ Easter Coffee in Ettenger Hall

Easter Egg Hunt for kids in Youth Hall
11:00 a.m. ~ Worship at the Chancellor Street Sanctuary
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Thoughts for the new year PW activities
(One of my committee members sent me an email - 3and now these three remain: faith, hope and love. E
which made me pause and take a deep breath to re- greatest 1c€ér.181Bese i s | o
mi nd me whatds really important in my daily | ife
though |1 dve seen this emailHampey oVal enthienadmi Mgy c
message resonated with mdoevengne. Nug BOMEOH f VU -
tions were made hdiléartedly this year and the holi- you love that day and eve ®
days seemed more hectic than usual. | realized these day. PW will be delivering
are the things | should commit to remembering every a gift to all our shdns for ) @ &
day. Val entineds Q«P 2l wi
| 6ve narrowed the or i gilaokforwardktavisiting e -~ my
favorite 14 a manageable number that | can think our friends that day. N\ .—...vj
about every day. It only takes a few seconds to put a

smile on my face. And Wherlﬂ‘ou{qibe's%d%iigEPRESBYTERIAN' my

face, | usually remember to thank God for all my No?ggﬁg’ne(\a/vbﬁjrﬁéy.lo:oo WOMEN

blessings. a. m. Our Claens sWpanr 8Riei sHo |
: - leader is Ruth Barcafer. Lunch is at noon, and des-
1. Believe in yourself. : . P
2 Laulg\rlx Olﬁeﬁ_u sert will be served by Sarajane Dallas and Eileen
3. Always try to see the glass half full. ng 0 lin%s 0 nb. O'\?aionl.at Inns'\?nd ’éanrﬁms (
4. Meet new people, even if they look different to of Bucks County b y ar1 e urpny

you 1:00 p.m. This really sounds interesting to me since |
RELAX. lived in Allegheny County in western Pennsylvania. |

2 Take an occasional risk. hope you will make an effort to join us.
7. Trytohave alittle funeachfayt 6 s i mp or tsdmeldates to remember: Friday, Maéch 5
8. Say ol love youo oft en yworldDayofPrayeratSt. Andrew Roman Catholic
9. There is always someone who loves you more  chyrch: Saturday, April &®WP Annual Spring
than you know. Gathering at Church on the Mall; Friday, April 22
10.Exercise to keep fit. Sunday, April 25Wo mends Retreat ;
11.Hold on to good friends; they are few and far May 155Wo mends Day Out, Lur
between. ment.
12.Cherish every Sunday.
13.At the end of the day... PRAY (or any time!). Stay warm and othink s

14. And smile at least once a day! )
y See you in church,

Betsy Kruse .
y Mazie B.

Wednesday Lenten Worship

Each Wednesday night in Lent
February 24 & March 31

ENT 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary

Informal prayers, meditations and hymns offering the opportunity 1
reflection and repentance leading up to Holy Week.

WWW.newtownpres.org
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Y?Utf: group news Preschool Praise
6t I 8t grade When: Sundays from 2:00 &8 2:45in Rm. 213.

The spring session will be held on Sunday af-
ternoons from 2:00 9 2:45 on the following
dates: Jan. 31, Feb. 7, 21, 28, and March 7.

This youth group was newly formed at the
beginning of the 2009 -10 program year. We
meet on Sunday nights 5 p.m. 87 p.m. alongside
the high school youth group. Our meeting begins
with a gathering and checking in; sometimes we
have study, sometimes we discuss topics, but we
always play games and eat pizza ($3). We have
game nights, movie nights and also support mis-
sion activities.

Who: Children ages 6 months to pre -
kindergarten with a parent.

Cost: One hour of your time set aside to
make a musical memory with your little one.

Newtown Presbyterian Church music depart-
ment is excited to offer this parent/child music

trip June 27 9 July 1, 2010. All the information is program for children 6 months through pre -

posted on the website www.newtownpres.org. K bn d ergar te h-age an d an a
Link to oyouthé and all t h%' tfoo,rsm'st L<Lnlart_e' Oa'\/afiqrabtlhee Vel
for download. Pre -printed forms are also avail- Is not quite ready to go it alone.

able in the youth box outside the church office.

We will be going on our first summer mission

Come out and praise God through singing, mu-
sic games and instruments with your little ones.
Preschool Praise is led by LeAnn May Birky. If
you have questions or would like to register your
child, contact LeAnn at 215 -504-1366 or by
email at execmusicmom@comcast.net.

We had a parent meeting on Jan. 10, and if
you missed it, please do not hesitate to contact
Rev. Wonjae, revwonjae@newtownpres.org with

any questions or for more information. Youth in
grades 6 &8 are invited to join us any Sunday
and please, invite a friend. Our schedule of
meetings and events is listed on the website.
Parents are encouraged to sign up for the weekly
e-news update.

Historic Church
committee thank you

We had a wonderful set of fund raisers during
2009, culminating in our most successful Chili Lunck
eon yet! Our thanks to all the members who made,
sold and served at this event. Your generous help
made this possible.

Blessings to Judy Kauffman and her committee
whose loving hands created and sold the beautiful
hymnal angels that decorated many area homes.

Special thanks to Pastor Dick Kauffman who per-
sonally visited and delivered these angels to our mel
bers living in retirement facilities.

Anaruth Hynson

WWW.newtownpres.org
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February happenings

Feb3 0 10:00a.m. (211) Book Club- Ha r p e r T& Kllea@lsckingbird

Feb 7 0 Between services (Reception Room) fi Youth Group Hoagie Sale

Feb 13 6 5:00 p.m. (EH) Congregational Life & Bucks County Folk Song
Society Potluck Dinner & Dance

Feb. 14 & Historic Church Soup Sale

Feb 17 6 7:00 p.m. (Sanctuary) Ash Wednesday Service

Feb 20 & 5:00 p.m. Movie Night & Potluck Dinner

Feb 28 & 4:00 p.m. (Sanctuary) Concert Series

Christian Education update

3s/4s and Kindergarten -

The 3/4 and Kindergarten program introduces our children to Sund
school and sets the foundation of Christian Education and the teachin/
Jesus Christ. This year brought many new adorable smiles to our proc
we have almost 50 children registered in our two classes. We have go
to a great start with the help of wonderful teaGh€rs Lucotch, Maureen
Pierce, Suzanne Wray, Polly Breithaupt, Stacy Kohler, Eileen Alleborr
Tyson and Jennifer Rittenhduseach of whom brings unique talents to the
program. Our curriculum this year began with the stories of Joseph, Daniel and the birth of Jesus. During tr
second half of the year, they wil/ |l earn about
resurrection, as well as introducing them to the basics of our worship service and baptism.

X

We continue to enhance the teachings of Jesus, through stories, art, music and interactive play. Wanda
chinsky visits the classes periodically for a story based on the unit we are covering. Also this year we are e
to have Pastor Wonjae visit our classes periodically to read to our children.

Many thanks to the parents for bringing your children to Sunday school. They open our hearts, make us
laugh and give us great joy when we see that they understand the importance of Jesus Christ in our lives.

Thank you to our teachers and all those who make this program possible.

Carrie Juba
Alyson Traub

Apportionment for 2010
This year the apportionment fee is $21.00 per church member. You will find an envelope in your
envelopes marked Per Capita Apportionment. You may use this to submit your payment, or you may
put the fee in a plain envelope or pew enyel o
Put it in the collection plate or mail to the church office.

WWW.newtownpres.org
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Soup salen
date change!

The Historic Church committee needs your
participation in our annual soup sale to be held
Sunday, February 14, 2010 . Polish up your fa-
vorite recipe and share it with our congrega-
tion.

Bring your donations to Ettenger Hall on

Saturday, February 13,
between 10:00 and 11:00
a.m.
Containers will be available
ahead of time. Soup will be
available for sale between
services and after the
10:45 a.m. service. Call
Wanda Kuchinsky if you
have questionsii 215-860 -
3192.

Anaruth Hynson

February usher teams

Team Date Service Captain
J 217 8:00 & 9:00 C. Koenig
K 217 10:45 M. Bishop
L 2/14 8:00 & 9:00 B. Stevens
M 2/14 10:45 W. Atkins
A 2/21 8:00 & 9:00 B. Wiggins
B 2/21 10:45 K. Kitsch
C | 2/28 8:00 & 9:00 T. Beresford
D 2/28 10:45 C. Donaldson

February 2010

NPC career networking
group

The purpose of the group is to assist people
who have been down-sized, laid - off, or think
they might be! We talk about the common chal-
lenges and how to maximize opportunities. We
frequently have speakers and ALWAYS have an
open question and answer period at the end for
anything not yet covered and for potential top-
ics of interest for the next meeting.

The Career Networking Group is NOT lim-
ited to our congregation! If you have a friend
or neighbor, they are absolutely WELCOME!
We meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each
month at 7:00 p.m. Please join us!

Members of our group have extensive ex-
perience in the following areas: IT Staffing/
Solutions & Client Relations, Office Administra-
tive Support (3), Pharmaceutical Supplier Sales,
Marketing/Sales, Survey Specialist, District/
Regional Loss Prevention Manager, Instrumenta-
tion/Control Systems Engineer, Project Coordi-
nator/Adoption Profile Writer, IT Program-
ming, Executive Management, Training, Import/
Export Coordinator, Sales/Marketing of Fas-
teners, UNIX/Linux Systems Administrator,
and IT Project Manager.

Representatives from the Networking Group
will be in the Reception Area, across from the
Nursery at the conclusion of the 9:00 Service
and before the beginning of the 10:45 Service,
to answer questions and take job information.

If you have information about possible job
opportunities, please contact Mike Bishop 6 215-
595-4216, mbishop43@comcast.net or Ed
Johnson - 215-968-6284.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
NOON, February 10, 2010, for the March newsletter.
Please honor our deadline.

WWW.newtownpres.org



